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WHO AM I AND WHY AM I 
HERE?

• I do academic and linguistic stuff
• Associate Lecturer & PhD Student at 
Lancaster University

• Researching Large-Scale Linguistic Networks
• Worked on the British National Corpus, 
syntactic and pragmatic coding projects

• I code
• 5-ish Years Experience Programming in 
Python, Some Experience Programming in R, 
JavaScript

• I teach coding
• Coordinating the Lancaster branch of 

COMPILE, teaching A Practical Introduction 
to Python Programming (online, free)



MORE IMPORTANTLY – WHO ARE 
WE?

@CompileLearning 

COMPILE collaborates mainly with universities / 
student societies
The aim is to help social scientists*, and all 
sorts of interdisciplinary complete beginners 
make a start at learning to code



THE TEAM

SAMUEL HOLLANDS

MAGGIE MITHEO TOLLET MICHAEL STOREYJAKE SWINNEY

HANNA SCHMÜCK



IF YOU ARE CODING: 
HOW LONG HAVE YOU 
BEEN CODING FOR?

ARE YOU SELF-TAUGHT?

www.menti.com | code 2739 3720



WHAT DO WE DO?

We focus on:

• Absolute beginners

• People with no tech background

• Learning by doing

• Computational thinking
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CONTENT
I II

Variables and Operations I W1 Jupyter W12

Variables and Operations II W2 Workshop W13

Lists, Dictionaries, Sets, and Loops  
I

W3 NLP I W14

Lists, Dictionaries, Sets, and Loops  
II

W4 Workshop W15

Reading and Writing to Files W5 Reading Week W16

Invited talk W6 NLP II W17

Functions W7 Workshop W18

Errors and Exceptions W8 Pandas W19

Classes W9 Workshop W20

Importing External Libraries W10 Matplotlib W21



SO WHAT ARE WE DOING?





VARIABLES AND OPERATIONS

E
T
C
.



LISTS, DICTIONARIES, SETS, AND 
LOOPS

E
T
C
.



WHICH CONCEPTS DO YOU 
WISH YOU HAD LEARNT 

ABOUT SOONER?
FOR ME, IT’S CLASSES, REGEX FLAVOURS, AND DECORATORS

www.menti.com | code 4237 8660



LESSONS LEARNT
• There is a lot more demand than we 

anticipated

• Learners value the social component, 
‘even’ for coding 

• Asynchronous options are key

• A cluttered IDE is a killer



GET INVOLVED!

Are there any skills you wish more people 
in your field had? 

Is there a challenge you are often faced 
with, and you have found a good solution 
to overcome it? 

Get in touch with 

Sam Hollands shollands1@sheffield.ac.uk

or yours truly h.schmueck@lancaster.ac.uk

You could teach a specialist session (45-
minutes) and help people get even more 
excited about coding.

mailto:shollands1@sheffield.ac.uk
mailto:h.schmueck@lancaster.ac.uk


THANK YOU
Hanna Schmück

hannaschmueck.github.io

@hanna_schmueck(@fediscience.org)


